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Abstract: Wu Jingzi’s interpretation of Shijing (The Book of Songs)’s pedagogy
emphasized Shengjiao (sound-mediated pedagogy) over Yijiao (doctrine-mediated
pedagogy). “Sound-mediated pedagogy” transcends limitations of  “doctrine-
mediated pedagogy” by employing emotion as a medium, transforming the
“philosophical principles” from abstract, formulaic “empty theories” into
“emotionally infused truths” permeated with lived experience and sensorial
immediacy. Wu Jingzi’s interpretation of The Book of Songs’ pedagogy also shaped
the complex, subtle, expansive, and profound emotional landscape in The Scholars,
imbuing the novel with an affective tonality characterized by the harmonious beauty

of emotional equilibrium.

Keywords: Wu Jingzi; Pedagogical views on The Book of Songs; The Scholars;
Emotional landscape; Sound-mediated pedagogy
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