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Abstract: Wittgenstein’s anti-essentialism is an opposition to Aristotelian
definition consisting in necessary and sufficient conditions. This article begins with
his earliest written records of philosophical thoughts, examining how his anti-
essentialism had already sprouted at the beginning of his philosophical career,
along with his criticism of Aristotelianism, and how they were later shown in his
family resemblance theory, and even inspired Cognitive Linguistics, leading to the
birth of the prototype theory. As linguistic expression, this anti-essentialism is even

evident in Wittgenstein’s signature divergent thinking and writing style.
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