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Abstract: This year marks the 80th anniversary of the victory of the Anti-Fascist
War. Looking back on history is the way to better understand the present and the
future. There has been a view in Japanese historical circles that the US occupation
of Japan was a rare "lenient occupation" in history. However, after reading Japan's
post-war history, the reader will find that the violence by occupying forces at that
time was rather common. Wednesday's Triumph written by Nonami Asa, a renowned
contemporary Japanese female writer, won Japan's 66th Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Award for Fine Arts. The book is about
what was seen and heard by 14-year-old girl Ninomiya Suzuko who traveled with
her mother, an interpreter for the Recreation and Amusement Association (RAA), to
various places after Japan's defeat on August 15, 1945, aiming to reveal the truth of
the violence by occupying forces. Suzuko coldly gazed at the sudden and tragic "war"
experiences of postwar Japanese women, bringing them to the surface of history.
Particularly, the spiritual rift between Suzuko and her mother reflects the complex
postwar Japanese attitudes toward war and trauma as well as their modes of
collective remembrance. Through Suzuko's sincere self-interrogation, the narrative
guides readers into a deeper contemplative space regarding critical questions of
nationhood and human rights as well as war and peace.
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