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Abstract: The rise of modern Hong Kong literature was dominated by the wenyan
(classical literary) writing of traditional scholars. Literati organized newspapers and
wrote a lot, advocating new policies and the emancipation of the mind. Among them,
Wang Tao’s Taoyuan wenlu wenlu waibian was the first to start the trend, discussing
the way of governing the country, and promoting foreign affairs, and establish the
orthodoxy of Taoism and literacy in new era. Chen Buchi’s Xiushilou congshu
published a large number of classical literary writings and promoted their popularity.
In the early Republic of China, the prestigious Hanyuan and Taishi officials of the
previous dynasty who lived in Hong Kong, such as Lai Jixi, Chen Botao, Zhang
Xuehua, and Wen Su, were all great writers who insisted on classical literary writing,
which was exemplary. Their fight against the vernacular writing in May Fourth
Movement showcased its far-reaching influence. In the post-war cultural
reconstruction, there were many famous scholars, such as Mou Zongsan, Xu Fuguan,
Zhang Junmai, Tang Junyi, and so on, who created the concept of New Confucianism.
Other scholars such as Li Jingkang, Wang Shaosheng, Chen Jinghong, Chen Ben,
Jao Tsung-i, Su Wenzhuo, Yang Yu, and He Naiwen promoted modern literary
writing for the purpose. There are so many works that right the wrongs as the
Renaissance did, with a touch of pathos.
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