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Abstract: On June 2, 1927, Wang Guowei committed suicide at the Kunming
Lake. Considering the whole process of this event, his suicide note, and the
philosophy of life he had expressed, the reason of this choice is Yi (righteousness),
that is, the “sense of responsibility” for moral ideals and social orders. Within one
year, four noticeable interpretations of this event emerged: Yang Zhongxi, Luo
Zhenyu and Chen Shougian’s perspective of insisting traditional Chinese ethics,
Wu Mi and Chen Yinke’s perspective of stimulation by cultural emotion, Kano
Naoki and Liang Qichao’s perspective of showing free will and national spirit, and
Pu Jiangqing’s perspective of pursuing personality completion and philosophical
transcendence. Months later, in the spring and summer of 1929, at the invitation of
Student Association of Research Institute of the Tsinghua University, Chen Yinke
created Haining Wangxiansheng zhi beiming (The Inscription for Mr. Wang of
Haining). Under the context of the interpretations of this event and the historical
reform of the University, based on commemoration of Zhishi (deeds of ambition)
of Wang Guowei and his deep understanding of the righteousness of his
martyrdom, Chen Yinke finally determined the theme of The Inscription as
follows: from the philosophical view, it reveals the essence of Wang Guowei’s
“independent and free will” as a Zhixue (doing research) type of Shi (scholar) in
order to reshape the significance of his life.
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